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This document contains the help that is included in the Guitar Studio application for BlackBerry application. 

We have included screen captures in this document so that you can better understand and relate the help to 

ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ƻǿƴ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ DǳƛǘŀǊ {ǘǳŘƛƻΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

capabilities of the application before purchasing.  
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Guitar Studio Overview 
 

 

The help for Guitar Studio is broken into sections. You can step through each section by using the BlackBerry menu and 

choosing "Next" or "Prev" to go forward or back. To access a specific help topic, choose "Contents" from the BlackBerry 

menu. Some help topics have clickable links embedded in them. Clicking on the links will take you to that help topic 

directly. 

 
         Click this button bring up the BlackBerry Menu on most screens 

Guitar Studio for Blackberry is a complete tool for displaying guitar music in either ChordPro or TAB format. A Tab editor 

allows you to modify or create songs anywhere you go. There is also a chord library with over 30000 chords, a tone 

based tuner, and a built in music player to allow you to play along with your favorite songs. 

Advanced features such as audio and TAB file looping allow you to practice sections of a song repeatedly. Our Chord 

detection feature will detect chords in normal tab files and make them clickable so you can check the fingering. 

Auto Scrolling keeps your hands free to play while the music advances automatically. Our TAB view has a unique TAB 

scroll feature that combines TAB lines and then displays them as one long horizontal strip. Guitar Studio also supports 

recording to allow you to lay down the music and hear it back. There are also many shortcut keys available on the 

keyboard to activate features, and change settings quickly. 
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Getting Started 
 
The first time you run the program you will be required to accept the license agreement. 
 
You will also be asked if you want to install the sample files that come with the program.  

You can also uninstall or re-install these sample files from the main Options selection. 

After installing Guitar Studio, you will find it under downloads on your Blackberry. Launch the program and you will see 

the main menu. 

 

When you choose either: "Open ChordPro song", "Open TAB Song", or "Music Player", the program will offer to scan the 

BB for files that match that format. Scans generally take a few seconds, but will vary based on how many media files you 

have on your Blackberry.  

You can re-scan for files at any time by choosing "Update Library" from the BB menu on any song list.  

Song types are identified by their file type extension. To have Guitar Studio detect songs on your Blackberry, make sure 

they are named correctly: 

TAB Files: Mysong.TAB 

ChordPro: MySong.CHOPRO 

Music files: MySong.MP3 

Guitar Studio will exclude some folders from the search when looking for media files these folders are: 
 
audiobooks 
pictures 
podcasts 
ringtones 
system 
videos 
voicenotes 
messages 
 
If your media is stored in a folder underneath any of those listed above, it will not be detected. We do this to avoid 
adding files to the media list that are not music related. If you have files in any of these folders that you would like to use 



Guitar Studio Help PDF ɀ version 1.1.10 
 

Copyright 2010, LCA Mobile Inc.  All rights reserved.  Any logos or trademarks are property of their registered companies 

6 
with Guitar Studio, simply move the files to a folder not included in the above list, or create a new folder to store the 
files into. 
 
Both CHOPRO and TAB files are read as text files, this means you can edit them with Notepad or any other text editor on 

your computer, including Wordpad and Word. Just remember to save them as text when you are done editing.  

You can also edit Tab files right on your BlackBerry with Guitar Studio. Select Tab Editor from the main menu, then use 

the BlackBerry menu to open the file you would like to edit, or create a new song file from scratch. 

 There are 1 ChordPro song, and 3 TAB files built into the application to get you started, but you will want to add media 

files from your computer using the BlackBerry Desktop Software that is available free from www.BlackBerry.com.  

The Music Player can scan for and playback audio files on your Blackberry. You can access the Music  Player directly from 

the Music Player menu or you can pop-up the MP3 display from any other screen (press 'M') to control music playback. 

Your music file can continue to play while you view and play songs. 

  

http://www.blackberry.com/
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The BlackBerry Menu 
 

 

As with most applications on the BlackBerry, the Button to the left of the trackball will pop-up a menu (we call it the 

BlackBerry (BB) menu) with various options. This is where you can close or switch the application. Guitar Studio has 

several options available on the BB menu. These options will vary based on which Guitar Studio screen you currently 

have showing.  

Note: if you have the Music Player, Tuner, or Chord fingering showing, there is no BB menu available 

Menu Option Description 
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Show MP3 
Controls 

Pops up the MP3 music player control window 
P P P P P P P P P 

Switch 
Application 

Pops up the active applications window 
P P P P P P P P P 

Close Closes the application or current screen P P P P P P P P P 

Open Opens the selected song on a song list  P        

Update 
Library 

Scans your BlackBerry for media matching the song 
list type you are on 

 P        

Recording Switches to the Record mode settings window P P  P   P P P 

Search/Filter Allows you to search for chords when in the chord 
library 

      P   

Remove Filter Clears any search filter that is active int the chord 
library 

      P   

Help Launches the help system for Guitar Studio P P  P P P P P P 

Next: Topic Displays the next topic shown when in help   P       

Previous: 
Topic 

Displays the previous topic shown when in help 
  P       

Help Contents Displays the help topic index when in help   P       

AutoScroll Toggles auto scrolling for displayed song on and off    P      

Song Options Displays available options for the displayed song    P      

Save Saves options that have been changed         P 

Switch View Toggles between the two TAB display modes- page 
and scroll 

   TAB      

New Folder Creates a New Folder in the selected Folder      P    

Save Here Creates a New Recording File under the current 
Folder 

     P    

Delete Deletes the selected file  P    P    
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The Tab Editor has some additional menu selections that are only available in the editor: 

Menu Option Description 
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Insert Chord/ 
Lyric pair 

Inserts a Chord/Lyric Block at the selected location in 
the tab file 

P P P P 

Insert Tab 
Block 

Inserts a Tab Block at the selected location in the tab 
file 

P P P P 

Insert Text 
Block 

Inserts a Text Block at the selected location in the 
tab file 

P P P P 

Choose a 
Chord 

Allows you to pick a chord using the chord library 
and insert it into your song at the current location 

P P   

Delete Section Removes the currently highlighted Block from the 
File.  

P P P  

New File Allows you to search for chords when in the chord 
library 

P P P  

Open File Clears any search filter that is active int the chord 
library 

P P P  

Preview Launches the help system for Guitar Studio P P P  

Save File Displays the next topic shown when in help P P P  

Save As Displays the previous topic shown when in help P P P  

Save Here     P 

New Folder     P 
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Hot Keys 
The ChordPro and TAB song displays support many keypad shortcuts to make features easier to use. 

Note: TAB in the list below means this option works on the scrolling Tab view 

Shortcut  
Key 

Description 
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'H' Open Help  P   P P P P P P P 

'T' Top of page    P P       

'B' Bottom of song   P P       

'Y' Reset MP3 Playback to start of song P  P P  P P P P P 

'S' Auto scroll toggle    P       

ENTER View chord/Close chord view    P       

'R' Record toggle P  P P  P  P P P 

'M'  Show MP3 Controls P  P P  P P P P P 

'P' Active MP3 Play/Pause toggle P  P P P P P P P P 

'G' Toggle start/stop of both scrolling and MP3 
playback in sync mode 

   TAB       

'C' Show Chord library P  P P  P P  P P 

'U' Show Tuner P  P P  P P P  P 

side btn 
Up 

Audio Volume Up P P P P P P P P P P 

side btn 
Down 

Audio Volume Down P P P P P P P P P P 

'K' TabScroll Step More    TAB       

'J' TabScroll Step Less      TAB       

'O' TabScroll Refresh Faster    P       

'I' TabScroll Refresh Slower     P       

'L' Toggle looping on and off     P P      

'F' Set start of loop    TAB P      

'E' Set end of loop    TAB P      

'X' Remove loop markers    TAB P      
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ChordPro Song Display 
 
Choose "Open ChordPro" from the main menu. If this is the first time you have selected this item, Guitar Studio will offer 
to search your Blackberry for compatible files. If you haven't put any ChordPro songs on your BB yet, don't worry, there 
is a built in song that will be displayed in the menu.  
 
If you don't have the sample files installed, you can do so by going to the main Options screen and clicking the 'Install 
Samples' button. The sample files are very small and won't take up much space on your device.  
 
You can search for files again later by opening the Blackberry menu from the song list and choosing "Update Library".  
 
Files will be added to the list of songs if they have a CHOPRO file type (extension) 
Once you choose a song by clicking the track ball it will be displayed.  
 
Guitar Studio will exclude some folders from the search when looking for media files these folders are: 
 
audiobooks 
pictures 
podcasts 
ringtones 
system 
videos 
voicenotes 
messages 
 
If your media is stored in a folder underneath any of those listed above, it will not be detected. We do this to avoid 
adding files to the media list that are not music related. If you have files in any of these folders that you would like to use 
with Guitar Studio, simply move the files to a folder not included in the above list, or create a new folder to store the 
files into. 
 
Files will be added to the list of songs if they have a CHOPRO file type (extension) 
 

 
                           ChordPro Song List 
 
 
Once you choose a song by clicking the track ball it will be displayed.  
If you have more than a few files in the list, you may need a quick way to get around. Pressing the first letter of the entry 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƧǳƳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎǎ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘhat letter.  
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ChordPro Song Screen  

Title Bar: 
When a ChordPro song is loaded there is a Title Bar at the top of the screen. This bar lists the title of the song and the 
status of the Auto scroll (SCR), playback (a triangle), and record (REC) functions. SCR will be yellow when auto scroll is 
active. Playback and Looping will be  green when active, and REC will be red when active, replacing the play icon.  Take a 
look at the Hot Keys Help in the overview section to find out how to control these features easily while playing songs. 
When some options are pressed on the keypad, the title text will briefly display information about that option. 
 
Selecting Chords: 
One nice feature of Guitar Studio is the smart display of guitar chords. To move through the chords in a song, spin the 
trackball left and right for chords on the line you are on, or up and down to change lines. The selected chord is shown in 
yellow. You can display any chord in the song by highlighting it and then clicking the trackball.   
 
Once you have the chord displayed you can view any alternate chord positions by moving the trackball left or right. The 
number of alternative chords is listed at the bottom left of the chord window. 
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                                Chord Fingering Display 

 
Due to the different naming conventions for chords, and the multitude of variations, Guitar Studio may not always have 
the exact match for a song chord in its database. If the exact chord isn't available, GS will try to find a close match and 
display that for you. When a close match chord is used the chord name is displayed with an asterisk and the name of the 
substituted chord is displayed in brackets beside it. 
  
Auto Scrolling: 
When you are playing a song that is longer than the screen it can be hard to scroll down at the same time. Guitar Studio 
supports automatic scrolling of a song to allow you to keep your hands on the guitar as much as possible. You can toggle 
Auto Scrolling on and off from the blackberry menu, or by pressing the 'S' key while viewing a song. 
The speed of scrolling is controlled by either setting the speed in the song option screen, or by pushing - (for slower 
scroll) or + for faster scroll. You don't need to push the Alt key at the same time. The default scroll speed for ChordPro 
files is 4 seconds per line. Note that you can still use the trackball while scrolling to move up or down a song and reset 
the scroll point. 
To turn off scrolling, use open the blackberry menu and choose "AutoScroll" again, or press 'S'. 
 
Song Options: 
 

 
 
Use the blackberry menu to open the "Song Options" screen. Here you can set the scroll rate for auto scroll mode, and 
set the MP3 file linked to this song. When you make changes to the song options the settings are saved and 
remembered for that song even if you update your song library. When you link an MP3 file to the song, Guitar Studio will 
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pre-load that song file when you choose "Show MP3 Controls" from the BlackBerry menu, or press 'M' while viewing the 
song.  
  
The Chord Window: 
When you click on a chord the chord window will be displayed. Chords are shown with the high E string at the top and 
the low E string at the bottom of the window. Frets are labeled on each string and strings that are not played for the 
chord are marked with an X. A 0 on a string means to play that string open.  
The bottom left corner of the chord window shows how many alternate fingerings there are for this chord. Use the 
trackball to scroll left or right to view each chord option. If you would like to browse through the chords, use the Chord 
Library option from the main menu. 
 

 
 
Due to the different naming conventions for chords, and the multitude of variations, Guitar Studio may not always have 
the exact match for a song chord in its database. If the exact chord isn't available, GS will try to find a close match and 
display that for you. When a close match chord is used the chord name is displayed with an asterisk and the name of the 
substituted chord is displayed in brackets beside it. 
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TAB Song Display 
 
Choose "Open TAB" from the main menu. If this is the first time you have selected this item, Guitar Studio will offer to 
search your Blackberry for compatible files. If you haven't put any TAB songs on your BB yet, there are 3 built in Tab 
songs in the application. If you haven't installed them yet, go to the Options screen and click the "install samples" 
button. 
 

 
 
 You can search for files again later by opening the Blackberry menu from the song list and choosing "Update Library".  
Files will be added to the list of songs if they have a TAB file type (extension .TAB). 
Once you choose a song by clicking the track ball it will be displayed.  
 

 
 
Guitar Studio will exclude some folders from the search when looking for media files these folders are: 
 
audiobooks 
pictures 
podcasts 
ringtones 
system 
videos 
voicenotes 
messages 
 
If your media is stored in a folder underneath any of those listed above, it will not be detected. We do this to avoid 
adding files to the media list that are not music related.  
 
If you have files in any of these folders that you would like to use with Guitar Studio, simply move the files to a folder 
not included in the above list, or create a new folder to store the files into. 
 
Chord Detection: 
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As a TAB file is loaded, Guitar Studio will scan the file for recognized chords. If chords are detected, they will be 
displayed inside shaded boxes. These boxes are clickable and will display the fingering for the chord in the chord 
window. This means that you can load a standard text file song with chords listed above the lyrics and Guitar Studio will 
make them selectable.  
 

 
The Chords the song above 
 were detected and highlighted automatically 

 
Due to the limited processing power of the BlackBerry and to make sure TAB files load reasonably quickly, the chord 
detection feature looks for "chord lines" within a song. It then builds those lines into chords. Guitar Studio will try to 
avoid non-chords, but sometimes, words that are not chords will be marked and highlighted as chords. If you click these 
words, no chord or a closest match chord may be displayed.  
 
There are many different naming conventions for chords, and a multitude of chord variations. Guitar Studio may not 
always have the exact match for a song chord in its database. If the exact chord isn't available, GS will try to find a close 
match and display that chord for you. When a close match chord is used, the chord name is displayed with an asterisk 
and the name of the substituted chord is displayed in brackets beside it. 
 

 
                                       TAB Song Screen 
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The Chord Window: 
When you click on a highlighted chord the chord window will be displayed. Chords are shown with the high E string at 
the top and the low E string at the bottom of the window. Frets are labeled on each string and strings that are not 
played for the chord are marked with an X. A 0 on a string means to play that string open.  
 

 
 
The bottom left corner of the chord window shows how many alternate fingerings there are for this chord. Use the 
trackball to scroll left or right to view each chord option. If you would like to browse through all the chords, use the 
Chord Library option from the main menu. 
 
Title Bar: 
When a TAB song is loaded there is a Title Bar at the top of the screen. This bar lists the title of the song and the status 
of the Auto scroll (arrow with SCR inside), playback (a triangle),  looping for the tab and mp3 file (two arrows curving 
toward each other), and record (a red circle) functions. SCR will be yellow when auto scroll is active. Playback and 
Looping will be green when active, and when recording, a red circle icon will be displayed. Take a look at the Hot Keys 
Help in the overview section to find out how to control these features easily while playing songs. 
  
Selecting Chords: 
If the TAB file you are using has detected chords in it, you can select and display the chords shown. To move through the 
chords in a song, spin the trackball left and right for chords on the line you are on, or up and down to change lines. The 
selected chord is shown in yellow. You can display any chord in the song by highlighting it and then clicking the trackball.   
 
Once you have the chord displayed you can view any alternate chord positions by moving the trackball left or right. The 
number of alternative chords is listed at the bottom left of the chord window. 
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Changing Views: 
 
 

 
Use the BlackBerry Menu to Switch TAB Views 

TAB files that contain actual TAB notation can be viewed in two ways. In the standard song sheet view you will see the 
entire file including TAB notation and any comments or help text in the file. Chords will also be displayed when detected. 
Using the BlackBerry menu, you can choose the Switch View option. Guitar Studio will then gather up all the TAB 
notation in the file and "stitch" it together in one long line.  
 

 
 
{ŎǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ¢!. ǾƛŜǿ άǎǘƛǘŎƘŜǎέ each tab stanza together into one line 

The resulting display will allow you to view the TAB notation portion of the file and anything written along the top of the 
TAB notation lines. Now using the AutoScroll option you can practice the TAB without having to touch the BlackBerry.  
 
You can also setup a Loop in this display to make Guitar Studio repeat a section of a TAB to make practicing easier. See 
Looping Below. To change the view back to the full page, choose Switch View from the BlackBerry menu again. 
 
Auto Scrolling in TAB Scroll View: 
The scrolling function on a TAB scroll window uses two different speed settings to allow you the most flexibility when 
setting how fast you need to scroll your tab. Scroll refresh rate, and Scroll step rate. 
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Scroll refresh Rate: 
Press 'O' or 'I' to increase or decrease the refresh rate. This will adjust how often the tab window scrolls. The default 
setting is 60ms per refresh. You can adjust this value to a maximum refresh of 10ms. You can also reduce the refresh to 
a maximum of 8000ms (8 seconds) per refresh.  
 
Scroll Step Rate: 
Press 'K' or 'J' to step faster or slower through the TAB. This will adjust how many pixels are moved each time the screen 
scrolls. The default setting is 2 pixels per scroll refresh. This is a very smooth, slow speed, great for learning new TABs.  
Pressing J repeatedly will increase the number of pixels that the tab moves per refresh. You can increase this value to a 
maximum of 500 pixels per refresh. Setting the value to the pixel width of your BlackBerry screen will scroll the tab at 
one full page per refresh. 
 
You can adjust the two scroll rates from the Song Options menu. 
When you exit the song your settings will be saved. 
 
You can also set the default scroll rates from the main Options menu. 
 
Looping: 
Once you are in the Scroll view in a TAB file, you can set the start 'F' and end 'E' of a loop section and then toggle looping 
on or off using the "L" key on the keyboard. 
  
To set the start of a loop, scroll the tab (using the trackball or AutoScroll) to the point in the TAB where you want the 
loop to start, then press the "F" key on the keyboard, you will see a vertical green line at the left margin when you press 
"F". 
 






































